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Twenty Years of
Jung Lim

Kim Changil
Kwon Doung
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Twenty year history by itself is not always meaningful, Since time
is a relative measure, Jung Lim's history is humbly short compared
to that of several foreign firms having about a hundred year history
but it is long compared to that of just beginning firms. It must be
fair to predict the future of Jung Lim after retrospecting how it
behaved and how it grew up. We know that many architectural
firms have experienced temporary retreat during their progress what-
ever the cause was. It is grateful that Jung Lim, as an exception,
has continuously progressed without any hindering or recess.

For twenty years, Jung Lim has expanded step by step without a
retreat. Particularly, Jung Lim takes pride in the fact that its expansion
was resulted from the passion to architecture and the endeavors of
its members, not from the help of special patroms like other architec-
tural firms in Korea and overseas. Jung Lim became one of the largest
architectural firms by winning a competition after another. More than
two hundred and fifty persons left Jung Lim after their stay for twenty
years and at present one hundred and thirty-five persons work together
in Jung Lim. Jung Lim is proud of having created about four million
square meters of area which are used as delightful enviroment by
various classes of people.

In June 17, 1967, a small party was held at the eighty square meter
office of a one-story building on Eulgiro, where now Dusan Building
stands. It was the party to celebrate the foundation of Jung Lim. Thirty
guests and seven staffs participated in the party. In the office scat-
tered drawing boards, T squares, triangles, scales and dozens of
reference books. It was one year after Korean architects began to
receive the licenses and to be registered, and then the social recogni-
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tion to architectural design as well as its demand were rare.

Architects Kim Jungchul and Kim Jungsik, co-founders and
brothers, aimed to contribute to the permanent development of the
country and the improvement of environment through their creative
activities which met the demand of the modern society; they under-
took roles to innovate the technology and to execute perfect total
designs through the organized creative activities; they endeavored to
enhance national prestige by the improvement of technology to an
international level. Those aims, although it might be ideal, could not
be accomplished and still remain to be. In reality, it was hard times.
For three years after it was founded, projects such as Seoul Women's
College, Tae Kwang High School, Inchon First Presbyterian Church
Taesung Lumber Plant in Wolmidolsle were designed in the Eulgiro
office.

When large projects such as the Housing Complex of Hanyang
Chemical in Ulsan were undertaken, Jung Lim moved its office to
Samok Building at the south of the City Hall of Seoul in February
1970. The working atmosphere was improved and the number of staffs
was increased to twenty, as the housing project proceeded. The
project was to build twenty-four buildings of detached houses, row
houses, a recreation hall. and others on the sixty thousand square
meter site. Other projects like Yale Girls' High School, Hanguk
Steelpipe Plant, bank branches and churches followed.

Jung Lim's great leap was possible since it won in the design
competition for the Korean Exchange Bank Headquarters. Jung Lim
was selected among twelve designated architectural firms in Korea
by the bank. For the project, Jung Lim moved again its office in
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November 1973 to the location where the bank’s head office would
be built several years later. The project, the largest building ever
designed by a Korean architectural firm to date, took two years and
proceeded with the cooperations of specialists in structure, mechanics,
electricity, disaster prevention, landscape,and environmental arts.
Tower, podium and sunken garden, the unique language of Jung Lim,
appeared in the building for the first time.

At the same time, Jung Lim were interested in recrganizing a large
architectural firms with the staff of forty-five, Total Design, a book
on Becket International, was widely discussed in Jung Lim and greatly
influenced to its reorganization. The organization and the design
processes of Becket were studied for adoption. When Jung Lim
worked with Fluor Corporation, an American plant engineering com-
pany constructed the warehouse of the Seventh Fertilizer, it learned
many things such as drawing manual, standardized details and other
forms from Fluor.

It was not until the construction of the bank’s headquarters building
started that Jung Lim had to vacate its office, and prepared to build
its own building on Ihwa-dong. It moved its office to the new building
in December 1975, eight years after its foundation. Some of its
members recall the event as a triumph. After the mowve, Jung Lim
was reorganized to have several departments like electric equipment,
mechanical equipment, estimation and supervision added to the
existing ones. It now has departments such as planning, CAD,
interior design, landscape, foreign operations, structure and general
affairs, excluding the four above-mentioned departments as well as
five design departments. The organization followed the examples of
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Becket, S.0.M., and Ellerbe in Ameri:a and! Nikken Sekkei in Japan
with a modification to Korean situatins.

Twelve years have passed since Jung Lirm moved to Ihwa-dong.
For that time, it continued to flourisy and! prosper, and, in 1982
established Al Nassar Consulting, its sthsidisary in Saudi Arabia after
it had executed several projects in thatcoumtry, for examples,Braidah
Housing and Saudi Steel Pipe Plant. Eyeniin the local projects like
International Broadcasting Center andKaresa Exhibition Center com-
petitions, Jung Lim's architects began t wortk with foreigners shoulder
to shoulder. Other projects followed wee Expport Import Bank of Korea
Headquarters, Ewha Woman's Universty Litbrary, Dankuk University
Library, Korea University Guro Hospial, KKorea Exhibition Center,
SITRA '82 and so on. The CAD systen, inttroduced in 1985, has just
begun to be used in the design processes: and is expected to save
time, labor, and capital,

Jung Lim now celebrates its twentyyearr anniversary since it was
founded in 1967. Its progress has beer rermarkable in many aspects.
Among them there are two aspects ve are undoubtedly proud of;
one is that Jung Lim becomes a leade in sarchitectural community;
the other is that many junior architeds wvho joined this firm have
grown up to be veteran architects. Thase mesults from the fact that
two leaders of Jung Lim— Kim Jung:hull and Kim Jungsik—have
sacrificed themselves for the group. Asthewy maintain admirable part-
nership with young architects of the fim, .Jung Lim will perpetually
progress to next generations. Once Mr.Kimn felt a strong responsibili-
ty instead of a joy when he received a Caypper Order from Republic
of Korea. In this manner, Jung Lim will not be satisfied with current
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position of a leading architectural firm but will fesl a great deal of
social responsibility; together with its young architects, Jung Lim
will never cease their contribution to the society,

[Directors, Jung Lim]
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